Learning Through Action: Designing a Bus Shelter in Logan Heights by McLagan, Ali
This semester's work represents the first step in our “History Stops” project. Next steps include the flowing: 1. The 
writing of a formal proposal. 2. Engaging with Community members for feedback on Chicano Park Day. 3. Deal with 
City and State Regulations. 4. Figure out how to finance the bus shelter. 5. Figure out how to reimagine a space that is 
utilized only for advertising. 6. Design a bus shelter that is meaningful and attractive to the community such as a Kiosco
Ethnic Studies 343 spent the spring semester planning and organizing a bus shelter for the community of Logan 
Heights and Chicano Park. We adopted the PAR method throughout the course in dialogue with community leaders 
and the Chicano Park Steering Committee. We also met with Councilwoman Gomez who chairs the MTS committee. 
In 1973, Armando Nuñez, Guillermo Aranda, Salvador Barajas, Victor 
Ochoa, Guillermo Rosette, Arturo Romano, and Ernesto Paul became 
the first muralists of Chicano Park. The murals were first painted in 
response to the construction of the San Diego-Coronado Bridge and 
Interstate 5; a successful attempt to reclaim and restore the land. Since 
then, amateur and experienced artists have painted dozens of murals 
that tell a story of identity, liberation, and determination.
Many residents of Barrio Logan 
share a common ancestry with the 
indigenous peoples of San Diego; 
the Kumeyaay. The strong 
connections that Chicano/a/x 
people have with the land are 
neither sudden nor abrupt. This 
oneness with Chicano Park 
originates thousands of years ago 
with the first owners of the land. 
Murals depicting indigenous roots 
and identity are also found 
throughout the park.
